HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION
MEETING AGENDA
NOVEMBER 9, 2021 | 6:00 PM

1.

CHAIR CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER

2.

MINUTES
2.1

October 12, 2021

3.

PRESENTATIONS & REPORTS

4.

BUSINESS ITEMS
4.1

Application for Property Alteration: 113 4th St. W.

4.2

Application for Property Alteration: 308 Broadway

4.3

Historic Kiosk Approval
Erin Smith, Community Development Director

5.

COMMUNICATIONS

6.

ADJOURN

Mission Statement
We will advocate for the City of Carver by being accountable to community stakeholders, maintaining
infrastructure, protecting resources, respecting our history, and planning for our future.

Carver City Hall | 316 Broadway | Council Chambers

We are a prepared
and dedicated group
that utilizes resources
effectively.
We are focused on
solutions to support a
shared vision.

We listen with
respect and
compassion while
engaging in open
dialogue.

THE
CARVER
WAY
Our team works
together for a
better Carver!

Heritage Preservation Commission Minutes
Tuesday, October 12, 2021 – 6:00 PM
1.

CHAIR CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER

Chair Schultz called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. from Council Chambers. Commissioners
Guerre, Pascoe, and Kelley were present. Also present: City Manager Mareck, City Council
Liaison Mock, and Deputy Clerk Good.
2.

MINUTES
2.1

September 14, 2021

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER PASCOE TO APPROVE THE SEPTEMBER 14, 2021,
MINUTES. SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER KELLEY. ALL AYES, MOTION
CARRIED.
3.

PRESENTATIONS & REPORTS

4.

BUSINESS ITEMS
4.1

Application for Property Alteration: 117 3rd Street East

City Manager Mareck presented information regarding an application for siding work and a
window replacement at 117 3rd Street East. The application and information presented was
included in the Commission Packet.
The Commission members discussed the details of the project, including the limited view of the
improvements from the street and neighboring properties. In addition, the proposed improvements
are being made to a non-historic section of the home, which was constructed in 1987.
MOTION BY COMMISSIONER GUERRE TO APPROVE THE APPLICATION FOR
SIDING AS PRESENTED WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE 8 INCH SMOOTH WHITE
SIDING; AND TO APPROVE THE REQUEST TO REPLACE THE WINDOW WITH ANY
DOUBLE HUNG WINDOW. SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER PASCOE. ALL AYES,
MOTION CARRIED.
Staff will issue the Certificate of Appropriateness, summarizing the details of the approval. The
next steps are for the applicants to apply for the applicable building permits.
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5.

COMMUNICATIONS

City Manager Mareck reported that he will lead a process with the Heritage Preservation
Commission to review and update the City’s ordinances related to the historic district. The
proposed changes will be presented to the City Attorney for review. A series of conversations
will take place regarding this process over the course of several upcoming meetings.
The commission requested a follow up on a window replacement project that had previously
received HPC approval but was not in compliance. Staff will verify the approval that was given
and determine next steps.
6.

ADJOURN

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER PASCOE TO ADJOURN. SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER GUERRE. ALL AYES, MOTION CARRIED (6:29 P.M.).

_________________________________
Brenda Good, Deputy Clerk
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HPC Property Alteration Application Report
Meeting Date:

November 9, 2021

Heritage Preservation Commission

th

Property Address:

113 4 St. W.

Applicant:

Anna Jacobs & Clint Boom (Contractor)

PROJECT OVERVIEW:
1. Remove and replace 14 double-hung windows. All windows will be replaced with black Renewal
by Anderson, which is made from a fibrex material.
2. Remove and replace entry and back door.
HPC REQUESTED ACTION:
A motion to approve / deny a Certificate of Appropriateness at 113 4th St. W. under the following
conditions or denied for the following reasons:
1.
2.
3.
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND:
113 Fourth Street West, Springside, ca.
1860. Built in the post and beam frame style
often used by early Minnesota pioneers. It is
one of Carver County’s best surviving
Federal/Greek Revival homes. The house is
well-restored and features simplicity of design,
a low-pitched gable roof with an end to the
street, eave returns on the gable ends, a three
bay front facade, six over six paned windows,
a side hall entry plan, and a summer kitchen.
Its foundation consists of Merriam red rock,
local boulders, and Carver brick. Springside
was owned by Dorothea and Henry Stockman,
a shoe and bootmaker, during the period 18631874. Built adjacent to Spring Creek, from which its name was derived, the home in 1970 was one of the
first to be restored in Carver’s Historical District by Edith (Edie) Herman, who was a driving force in
establishing the National Register Carver Historic District and Steamboat Days.
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Application Materials
2. Residential Guidelines – Windows
3. Residential Guidelines – Entry Doors
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The pattern of windows, doors, and other openings on the facade of a historic structure strongly defines
its character through their shape, size, construction, arrangement, and profile. Changing these can
have a negative impact on the historic integrity of structure. Windows in historic houses were generally
wood sash. Many of the historic windows of residential structures have double-hung sash and a vertical
orientation. Windows are important design elements and establish the visual rhythm, balance, and
general character of the facade. Any alteration, including removal of moldings or changes in window
size or type, can have a significant and often detrimental effect on the appearance of the building as
well as on the surrounding streetscape.
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Maintaining historic windows and doors often makes good economic sense, as they were typically
better constructed than modern windows and have a much longer life span. If you are thinking
about replacing your historic windows or doors, please consult a preservation-sensitive contractor or
repair-person for suggestions on simple, inexpensive repairs which might extend their useful life.
Original windows, if at all possible, should be repaired and not replaced. In the replacement of
windows on primary elevations, if there is photographic documentation of the original window
design, the replacement should replicate the original in materials, scale, and configuration (wood/
glass). If there is no documentation available, the replacement should follow the general design in
materials, scale and configuration of main entries for the structure’s period, architectural style and
fenestration balance. The same rules apply for screen/storm windows. However, wood framed
combinations that match the original storm/screen frames in scale, profile, and configuration (woodto-glass) with concealed metal-framed screen/storm window inserts may be appropriate.

Window Guidelines

Storm Window Suggestions
Storm windows may be desirable for energy
conservation. An exterior storm window can also
serve to protect older wooden sashes. They should
conform with the size and shape of the existing sash
and be painted to match as well.

• Windows should be preserved and maintained (including lintels, sills, surrounds, pediments,
and hoods) in their original location, size, and design, with original materials and numbers of
panes.
• If windows are deteriorated beyond repair, the installation of new wood windows should
match the original window in design, size, and proportion.
• Vinyl-clad windows or windows of anodized aluminum may be more appropriate at the rear
or sides of dwellings that are less visible from the street.
• If only one or two windows on the main elevation of the house are deteriorated, and need to
be replaced, consider moving good-condition windows of like size and design from secondary
elevations to the more prominent facade.
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• Original window openings should not be covered, concealed, or down-sized to accommodate the addition of smaller, stock replacement
windows.
• Original wood storm windows and screens should be preserved and maintained.
• New windows should not be added to primary facades or to secondary facades where visible from the street.
• The addition of window screens to historic windows is appropriate if the screens are full-view design or have a central meeting rail to match the
historic window.
• Wood-framed screens are an important component of wood-framed windows and should be used instead of the commonly available aluminum.
• Crank-out units should not be used to replace original double-hung sash units.
• Shutters should not be affixed to buildings not originally designed for them.
• If there is documentation, and often remaining hardware, wood shutters may be mounted to the window casing.

Replacement Windows

Recently, replacement aluminum and vinyl-framed windows have become widely available. Replacement of historic wood windows with these modern
windows can greatly harm the integrity of a historic structure and is strongly discouraged. While gridded designs are available in these aluminum and
vinyl replacement windows to make them appear to be more "historic," the gridding is usually sandwiched between panes of glass and not laid out in a
historic pattern.

Storm Windows

If new combination storm windows are required, there are wood-framed metal combinations that can be custom made for the window openings. Once
the wood frame is painted and the windows installed, they have an original storm window appearance with the added advantages of adjustable screens
and glazing, and easy, snap-out cleaning .
If combination metal storms are installed, they should have a baked-enamel finish. Storm windows should not have vertical or horizontal divisions
which conflict with the divisions of the original sash. The installation of storm windows can help in lowering energy costs and are appropriate for older
dwellings. Storm windows should be full-view design or have the central meeting rail at the same location as the historic window behind it. Windows of
wood or dark anodized aluminum or baked enamel are preferred to those of “raw” mill finish or shiny aluminum.

References

The following publications contain more detailed information about windows.
Preservation Brief #3—Conserving Energy in Historic Buildings
Preservation Brief #9—The Repair of Historic Wooden Windows
Preservation Brief #10—Exterior Paint Problems on Historic Woodwork
Preservation Brief #33—The Preservation and Repair of Historic Stained and Leaded Glass
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Entry Doors
Residential front entries are often important focal points in the composition of the main facade. Framed
by other character-defining features such as elaborate surrounds, sidelights, fan lights, and transom
windows, these entrance sets help define the stylistic treatment of the house. An Italianate design may
have a small entry porch leading to a set of double doors. A Colonial Revival entrance may be crowned
with a broken pediment or a full pediment with fanlight. A Bungalow-style entry may include a simple,
projecting hood supported on brackets.
Original doors, if at all possible, should be repaired and not replaced. In the replacement of doors on
primary elevations, if there is photographic documentation of the original door design the replacement
should replicate the original in materials, scale, and configuration (wood-to-glass). If there is no
documentation available, the replacement should follow the general design in materials, scale and
configuration of main entries for the structure’s period and architectural style. The same rules apply for
screen/storm doors. Original storm/screen doors, if at all possible, should be repaired and not replaced.
However if replacement is necessary, appropriate wood framed combinations with concealed metalframed screen/storm window inserts may be appropriate.

Entry Door Guidelines

• Original entryways, with all their architectural features (including hardware), should be
preserved and maintained in their original opening and configuration.
• New doors should not be introduced into principal elevations.
• If any component of the entry set is beyond repair, historic trim details should be replicated.
• In replacing missing original doors, replacement doors should be similar in design to the original
in style, materials, glazing (glass area), and lights (pane configuration).
• If the original design is unknown, a secondary entrance may contain a similar original door
which can be moved to the main entrance.
• Steel-covered hollow-core doors should not be installed on primary elevations unless compatible
with the design of the house.
• Mill-finish aluminum storm doors should not be installed on major elevations of historic homes.
• Storm door frames and panels should not conceal an original wood or wood and glass door panel set.
• Sliding glass doors should not be introduced to the primary facades of historic buildings, unless
the original design included this type of modern unit.

The Greek Revival door surround at 320 Ash Street
North displays a hint of the building's early
architectural elegance.

Residential Doors: Original doors, if at all possible, should be repaired and not replaced. In the
replacement of doors on primary elevations, if there is photographic documentation of the original
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door design the replacement should replicate the original in materials, scale, and configuration (woodto-glass). If there is no documentation available, the replacement should follow the general design in
materials, scale and configuration of main entries for the structure’s period and architectural style.
The same rules apply for screen/storm doors. Original storm/screen doors, if at all possible, should be
repaired and not replaced. However if replacement is necessary, appropriate wood framed combinations
with concealed metal-framed screen/storm window inserts may be appropriate.

Replacement Doors
Brick
Steps

Doors of “decorator” designs available from wholesale hardware stores usually are an awkward fit
in historic front entrances. These doors are not similar enough to the original door designs of most
historic dwellings. Doors with fake leaded glass inset designs cheapen the appearance of a well-crafted
historic home.

Storm and Screen Doors

Screen or storm doors should generally be simple in design and have ample open area for maximum
door visibility. That said, Folk Victorian and the Queen Anne style homes often displayed fretwork
in their seasonal doors. It therefore may be appropriate to have screen or storm doors with wood
embellishments, but only on houses with compatible architectural styles.
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HPC Property Alteration Application Report
Meeting Date:

November 9, 2021

Property Address:

308 Broadway

Applicant:

Ann Tran

Heritage Preservation Commission

PROJECT OVERVIEW:
1. Remove and replace wood windows with Marvin Elevate fiberglass picture window.
2. Remove and replace main entrance trim with pine wood.
HPC REQUESTED ACTION:
A motion to approve / deny a Certificate of Appropriateness at 308 Broadway under the following
conditions or denied for the following reasons:
1.
2.
3.
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND:
Funk Bank/First State Bank—Built circa
1908, as a single-story brick commercial block
displaying a single-bay storefront with a
dentilated projecting cornice. Originally the
structure displayed a cut glass transom across
the entire bay, large plate glass display
windows, decorative terra-cotta relief
panels with a central cartouche that read:
"STATE BANK", and was crowned with
decorative raised parapet finals on the sides
and center of the main facade. At a latter date
the upper features were removed and the
classic, dentilated cornice added.
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Application Materials
2. Commercial Guidelines Existing /
Proposed
3. Residential Guidelines – Windows
4. Residential Guidelines – Entry Doors

Existing Condition
308 Broadway

Funk Bank/First State Bank—Built circa 1908, as a single-story brick commercial block displaying a single-bay storefront with a dentilated projecting
cornice. Originally the structure displayed a cut glass transom across the entire bay, large plate glass display windows, decorative terra-cotta relief
panels with a central cartouche that read: "STATE BANK", and was crowned with decorative raised parapet finals on the sides and center of the main
facade. At a latter date the upper features were removed and the classic, dentilated cornice added.
The decorative features of the upper facade
have been removed.
The cut-glass transom has been partially
removed.
The original "open" storefront has been infilled
with sheets of panelling and two medium
sized display windows.
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Proposed Renovation
Inspect roofing and flashing.
Repair and repaint the decorative cornice as
needed.
Clean and repair brick and repaint as
necessary.
Place flush signboard over the storefront transom window
Hang retractable canvas awning over the
storefront if desired.
Remove all infill in the storefront opening.
Restore cut glass transom.
Restore original configuration of recessed
entrance with wood and glass door, and large
plate glass windows above the bulkhead.
Select a historic paint color palette and paint
the cornice and wood elements, including
window and door frames, from that palette.
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The pattern of windows, doors, and other openings on the facade of a historic structure strongly defines
its character through their shape, size, construction, arrangement, and profile. Changing these can
have a negative impact on the historic integrity of structure. Windows in historic houses were generally
wood sash. Many of the historic windows of residential structures have double-hung sash and a vertical
orientation. Windows are important design elements and establish the visual rhythm, balance, and
general character of the facade. Any alteration, including removal of moldings or changes in window
size or type, can have a significant and often detrimental effect on the appearance of the building as
well as on the surrounding streetscape.
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Maintaining historic windows and doors often makes good economic sense, as they were typically
better constructed than modern windows and have a much longer life span. If you are thinking
about replacing your historic windows or doors, please consult a preservation-sensitive contractor or
repair-person for suggestions on simple, inexpensive repairs which might extend their useful life.
Original windows, if at all possible, should be repaired and not replaced. In the replacement of
windows on primary elevations, if there is photographic documentation of the original window
design, the replacement should replicate the original in materials, scale, and configuration (wood/
glass). If there is no documentation available, the replacement should follow the general design in
materials, scale and configuration of main entries for the structure’s period, architectural style and
fenestration balance. The same rules apply for screen/storm windows. However, wood framed
combinations that match the original storm/screen frames in scale, profile, and configuration (woodto-glass) with concealed metal-framed screen/storm window inserts may be appropriate.

Window Guidelines

Storm Window Suggestions
Storm windows may be desirable for energy
conservation. An exterior storm window can also
serve to protect older wooden sashes. They should
conform with the size and shape of the existing sash
and be painted to match as well.

• Windows should be preserved and maintained (including lintels, sills, surrounds, pediments,
and hoods) in their original location, size, and design, with original materials and numbers of
panes.
• If windows are deteriorated beyond repair, the installation of new wood windows should
match the original window in design, size, and proportion.
• Vinyl-clad windows or windows of anodized aluminum may be more appropriate at the rear
or sides of dwellings that are less visible from the street.
• If only one or two windows on the main elevation of the house are deteriorated, and need to
be replaced, consider moving good-condition windows of like size and design from secondary
elevations to the more prominent facade.
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• Original window openings should not be covered, concealed, or down-sized to accommodate the addition of smaller, stock replacement
windows.
• Original wood storm windows and screens should be preserved and maintained.
• New windows should not be added to primary facades or to secondary facades where visible from the street.
• The addition of window screens to historic windows is appropriate if the screens are full-view design or have a central meeting rail to match the
historic window.
• Wood-framed screens are an important component of wood-framed windows and should be used instead of the commonly available aluminum.
• Crank-out units should not be used to replace original double-hung sash units.
• Shutters should not be affixed to buildings not originally designed for them.
• If there is documentation, and often remaining hardware, wood shutters may be mounted to the window casing.

Replacement Windows

Recently, replacement aluminum and vinyl-framed windows have become widely available. Replacement of historic wood windows with these modern
windows can greatly harm the integrity of a historic structure and is strongly discouraged. While gridded designs are available in these aluminum and
vinyl replacement windows to make them appear to be more "historic," the gridding is usually sandwiched between panes of glass and not laid out in a
historic pattern.

Storm Windows

If new combination storm windows are required, there are wood-framed metal combinations that can be custom made for the window openings. Once
the wood frame is painted and the windows installed, they have an original storm window appearance with the added advantages of adjustable screens
and glazing, and easy, snap-out cleaning .
If combination metal storms are installed, they should have a baked-enamel finish. Storm windows should not have vertical or horizontal divisions
which conflict with the divisions of the original sash. The installation of storm windows can help in lowering energy costs and are appropriate for older
dwellings. Storm windows should be full-view design or have the central meeting rail at the same location as the historic window behind it. Windows of
wood or dark anodized aluminum or baked enamel are preferred to those of “raw” mill finish or shiny aluminum.

References

The following publications contain more detailed information about windows.
Preservation Brief #3—Conserving Energy in Historic Buildings
Preservation Brief #9—The Repair of Historic Wooden Windows
Preservation Brief #10—Exterior Paint Problems on Historic Woodwork
Preservation Brief #33—The Preservation and Repair of Historic Stained and Leaded Glass
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Entry Doors
Residential front entries are often important focal points in the composition of the main facade. Framed
by other character-defining features such as elaborate surrounds, sidelights, fan lights, and transom
windows, these entrance sets help define the stylistic treatment of the house. An Italianate design may
have a small entry porch leading to a set of double doors. A Colonial Revival entrance may be crowned
with a broken pediment or a full pediment with fanlight. A Bungalow-style entry may include a simple,
projecting hood supported on brackets.
Original doors, if at all possible, should be repaired and not replaced. In the replacement of doors on
primary elevations, if there is photographic documentation of the original door design the replacement
should replicate the original in materials, scale, and configuration (wood-to-glass). If there is no
documentation available, the replacement should follow the general design in materials, scale and
configuration of main entries for the structure’s period and architectural style. The same rules apply for
screen/storm doors. Original storm/screen doors, if at all possible, should be repaired and not replaced.
However if replacement is necessary, appropriate wood framed combinations with concealed metalframed screen/storm window inserts may be appropriate.

Entry Door Guidelines

• Original entryways, with all their architectural features (including hardware), should be
preserved and maintained in their original opening and configuration.
• New doors should not be introduced into principal elevations.
• If any component of the entry set is beyond repair, historic trim details should be replicated.
• In replacing missing original doors, replacement doors should be similar in design to the original
in style, materials, glazing (glass area), and lights (pane configuration).
• If the original design is unknown, a secondary entrance may contain a similar original door
which can be moved to the main entrance.
• Steel-covered hollow-core doors should not be installed on primary elevations unless compatible
with the design of the house.
• Mill-finish aluminum storm doors should not be installed on major elevations of historic homes.
• Storm door frames and panels should not conceal an original wood or wood and glass door panel set.
• Sliding glass doors should not be introduced to the primary facades of historic buildings, unless
the original design included this type of modern unit.

The Greek Revival door surround at 320 Ash Street
North displays a hint of the building's early
architectural elegance.

Residential Doors: Original doors, if at all possible, should be repaired and not replaced. In the
replacement of doors on primary elevations, if there is photographic documentation of the original
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door design the replacement should replicate the original in materials, scale, and configuration (woodto-glass). If there is no documentation available, the replacement should follow the general design in
materials, scale and configuration of main entries for the structure’s period and architectural style.
The same rules apply for screen/storm doors. Original storm/screen doors, if at all possible, should be
repaired and not replaced. However if replacement is necessary, appropriate wood framed combinations
with concealed metal-framed screen/storm window inserts may be appropriate.

Replacement Doors
Brick
Steps

Doors of “decorator” designs available from wholesale hardware stores usually are an awkward fit
in historic front entrances. These doors are not similar enough to the original door designs of most
historic dwellings. Doors with fake leaded glass inset designs cheapen the appearance of a well-crafted
historic home.

Storm and Screen Doors

Screen or storm doors should generally be simple in design and have ample open area for maximum
door visibility. That said, Folk Victorian and the Queen Anne style homes often displayed fretwork
in their seasonal doors. It therefore may be appropriate to have screen or storm doors with wood
embellishments, but only on houses with compatible architectural styles.
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MEETING DATE: November 9, 2021
SUBMITTED BY: Erin Smith, Community Development Director
SUBJECT:

Jonathan Carver

Parkway/6th

HPC Memo

Street Kiosk

OVERVIEW:
As part of the Jonathan Carver Parkway reconstruction project, the steering committee of Carver residents
and business owners requested an additional historical kiosk be added to the corner of Jonathan Carver
Parkway and 6th Street to encourage residents and visitors to visit downtown Carver. John von Walter has
graciously provided content and photos for kiosk content for the Heritage Preservation Commission to
review.
The kiosk provides a general overview of the history of Carver and will hopefully inspire people to visit
the other kiosks located throughout the downtown to learn more about our history.
Installation of the new kiosk is anticipated likely in December.

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Kiosk Information

1

Sixth Street West/Johnathan Pkwy. Kiosk

Alexander Ramsey suggested Carver as the name for the town site that would
become Carver, named after Captain Jonathan Carver who, working for the
British in 1766, explored the Minnesota River area near present day Carver
while making maps and searching for a western water route that flowed
across North America to the Pacific Ocean. He named a small branch flowing
into the Minnesota River “Carver’s River”, after himself, carving his name in
a tree at its outlet. This is undoubtedly the Carver Creek of today. In 1855
Carver County, separated from a much larger Hennepin County, was also
named after the explorer. Jonathan Carver Parkway, some yards away from
this location, was also named after him.

Jonathan Carver (1710-1780)

In the winter of 1851-1852 Axel Jorgenson, a Norwegian immigrant squatted
on the land which would become Carver, building a claim shanty hotel on the
bank of the Minnesota River. His spot was ideal as it provided a source of
fresh water and was at the only place on the river where two watersheds flow
into the river at the same place. In 1854 Axel Jorgenson sold his 415 acre land
claim to a group of seven speculating St. Paul investors, collectively called the
Carver Land Company, who wished to plat and develop a town site. Among
these visiting investors were Alexander Ramsey, the former Territorial
Governor of Minnesota, and Levi Griffin, the first Sheriff of Carver County.

Alexander Ramsey (1815-1903)

Carver's Minnesota River location was very advantageous for growth as the
Carver Rapids, a couple of miles upstream, presented a barrier to steamboats,
making Carver the de facto head of river navigation in the 1850s and 1860s.
Carver grew swiftly as a commercial hub and a gateway for immigrant
homesteaders to the west and south. By the 1870s it boasted several hotels,
saloons, general stores, blacksmith shops, and many private residences.

Broadway looking north from Main Street, ca. 1870s

Carver’s earliest settlers were largely investors and business people from New
England. Next to settle were a half-mix of Swedish and German immigrants.
As Carver grew so did neighboring communities. Bordering Carver to the
west of today’s Jonathan Carver Parkway was Liberty Township, which was
later renamed Dahlgren Township to reflect its large Swedish population by
naming it after the son of a Swedish merchant, Rear Admiral John Dahlgren,
who is regarded as the ‘Father of U. S. Naval Ordinance’ for his Civil War
innovations which included a bottle-shaped cast iron cannon. Today the City
of Carver is slowly annexing parts of Dahlgren Township’s farms and has
seen the new development of a dental office, a child care facility, an
elementary school, a large department store, and more.

Rear Admiral John Dahlgren (1809-1870) ca. 1864 and one of his cannons

Carver Community Park, just yards from here, was built on former rural
Carver farm fields and provides for many year-around activities, including
softball and baseball, and is the home field to the Carver Black Sox town ball
baseball team. Baseball was played in Carver on Riverside Park since at least
the 1880s until occasional Minnesota River flooding moved it up to
Community Park. Riverside Park, just to the east of historic downtown
Carver was also the site of almost every Carver County Fair from the late
1860s to the early 1930s.

The 1904 Carver Baseball Team in Riverside Park

When the Civil War broke out in 1861 Minnesota was the first State in the
Union to send troops to preserve the nation. Pioneer Carver and its
surrounding area volunteered heavily. From its small population Carver
provided the Union Army 94 soldiers for Civil War service. The graves of
many of Carver’s Civil War veterans are in Carver’s Mount Hope Cemetery,
St. Nicholas Cemetery, and East Union Cemetery. Those who enlisted from
Carver and its surrounding townships served in the Ninth Minnesota
Volunteer Infantry and caught steamboats at Carver to mustering and
training at Fort Snelling in August, 1862. That same month the Dakota
Uprising occurred while most of Minnesota’s soldiers were off fighting in the
Civil War. Several hundred pioneer settlers in southern and western
Minnesota were massacred by the Dakota. Many area settlers fled farms and
towns for refuge to the homes and hotels of Carver and, if needed, steamboat
transportation on the Minnesota River to further safety downstream at Fort
Snelling. Many Carver recruits were diverted to quell the Dakota Uprising of
1862 and afterward the Ninth Minnesota Volunteer Infantry Regiment was
assigned to guard the scaffold at Mankato on Dec. 26, 1862 when 38 of the
Dakota judged most guilty in the Uprising were hanged, the largest mass
execution in U. S. history. Carver soldiers stayed on after the Dakota War and
fought in many battles of the Civil War. After the Civil War many soldiers
returned to Carver and soon took up influential positions in Carver business,
local politics, and community leadership. Several of the veterans’ homes
survive to the present in Carver’s National Register Historic District.

Carver troops guarding the Mankato gallows on Dec. 26, 1862

In 1980 the old downtown of Carver became one of the first historic districts
in Minnesota to be placed on the National Register of Historic Places. The
Carver Historic District then included eighty-seven buildings and four
structures of historical significance from 1850-1925, with respect to early river
town settlement, commerce, dwelling places, and architecture. Also in the
early 1980s the City of Carver created the Heritage Preservation Commission
as a supporting group of resident appointees to aid the City Council, Planning
Commission, and Park and Recreation Commission to help preserve and
protect its historic district. Rare for Minnesota communities, several of
Carver’s buildings from the 1850s and 1860s survive to the present downtown
in the Carver Historic District.

The Carver Historic District

By the 1870s the core of Downtown Carver was largely built out. Carver had
a post office, newspapers, general stores, hardware stores, a school, mills, two
river wharves, a river-crossing ferry, brickyards, a tailor, a stage coach line, a
brewery, a doctor, several hotels and saloons, a library, two drug stores,
blacksmiths, three churches, and two cemeteries.

Looking south over Downtown Carver in the 1870s

By the 1890s almost all of Carver’s buildable platted lots were taken, as it
expanded outward from downtown, bounded by swampland to the east, the
Minnesota River to the south, and steep bluffs to the north and west. Most of
the buildings listed in Carver’s National Register Historic District are marked
by plaques. Individual building histories can be found on the websites of the
City of Carver, the Carver County Historical Society, and Carver Current.

Looking east over Carver along Main Street West, October 1893

Broadway was laid out wider than other Carver streets to allow wagons
pulled by two teams of horses to make a u-turn in the middle of the street
and to accommodate heavy cargo traffic to and from the Minnesota River
barge and steamboat wharves. Several of Carver’s Broadway buildings exist
in their original use while others have been repurposed into coffee shops, ice
cream shops, hair salons, antique and vintage shops, an art store, liquor store,
and bars and grills.

Broadway in Downtown Carver in the 1890s

